14           CONFESSIONS OF AH  ETONIAN.
Thus I obtained a respectably accurate know-
ledge of the Roman, Grecian, and English his-
tories, and a somewhat precocious insight too
of the characters of their yarious and prominent
actors.
As for the heroes of the fabulous ages, I was
completely conversant with each of their cir-
cumstances, and for this reason. I must ac-
knowledge, that, as the hour approached for
punishment, I was apt to be troubled in mind,
similarly to a patient about to undergo a dis-
agreeable operation; but no sooner had I opened
Lempriere's classical dictionary, than every un-
pleasing anticipation was dissolved, and I
became totally unconscious of vulgar realities,
and absorbed in its poetical but unequivocal
Immorality*